
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 29 August 2019] 

 p6118b-6118b 
Mr Donald Punch 

 [1] 

RETAIL TRADE — BUNBURY 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR D.T. PUNCH (Bunbury) [12.59 pm]: Empty shops and large “for lease” signs have become the norm in 
most city centres around Australia, but today I am proud to advise the house that Bunbury shop owners, together 
with a local business, Commercial Reality, have a plan to reverse the trend in Bunbury. There are many reasons 
for the decline in retail shopping, not the least of which is the growth in online shopping and economic uncertainty. 
Those factors, combined with typical lease conditions that lock in traders for the long term with high up-front costs, 
have meant that many start-up businesses have not been prepared to take the risk and move to a retail shopfront. 
Commercial Reality got together with Bunbury shop owners and slashed red tape, providing an opportunity for 
business start-ups to access a shop for up to six months without a long-term lease and a rent that in some cases is 
reduced to just the outgoings. It is a business incubator model. I congratulate Mike Jenkins and Peter Blurton from 
Commercial Realty, together with participating shop owners. This is yet another example of innovative practice 
that puts Bunbury and small business owners first. I look forward to see how this project progresses and even more 
so to see more shops opening with innovative ideas and products. We all need to help build vibrancy in our retail 
centres and we can achieve this through developing interesting spaces. It is this sort of innovation that makes me 
proud of Bunbury.  

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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